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cars do not always start up, and the eugenists were ready with a
quite simple, and at least intelligible, answer. Their story was that
the car has a defective self-starting mechanism. All that you can
do about it is to scrap it and buy another one. If Marx had paid
a little attention to social lubrication and dust in the social car-
burettor, they would have been forced to produce evidence of
mechanical defect.

As a rebellious offspring of scarcity dialectic and Malthusian
gloom, Marxism could not escape a further limitation. An his-
torical rationale of social effort is worth while if it does two
things for us. One is to furnish rational grounds for hopefulness
about human striving. The other is to show us what follies to
avoid. Marx was in too great a hurry to bother about the second*
Marxist history sets the faithful whistling to keep up their spirits,
and leaves them a free hand to perpetuate the failures and stupidi-
ties of their grandparents,

One of the grosser forms of contemporary stupidity is the
evangelical enthusiasm with which Marxists dilate upon the new
underground transport system in Moscow. While it is not sur-
prising that the first experiments in social planning on a large
scale should imitate social ineptitudes which resulted from the
absence of social planning, it is neither necessary nor profitable
to conceal the fact. As an Anglo-American, as a good European,
and equally as a man of science, I am gkd that Calvin founded
the kingdom of God in Geneva. Like all sensible people I think
that science and human enlightenment would have suffered from
the continued hegemony of Mediterranean Catholicism. Like all
sensible people I also think that no useful purpose was served by
burning Servetus. When I try to figure out contemporary events
in the light of man's collective experience that is the way I look
at the Russian scene.

As I see it, capitalism is no longer a creative force. It is a
challenge to further progress of science and human enlightenment.
It is due to be debunked. Russia has debunked it Inevitably the
first efforts to create a socialist order will have all the defects of
a new thing. To condemn the movement towards world Socialism